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Greetings to my favorite OCSSA Members! 

Do you believe in fate?  Just what is fate?  Here are 2 definitions from the 
dictionary:  

   1) Something that unavoidably befalls a person; fortune; lot, or  

   2) The universal principle or ultimate agency by which the order of things 
is presumably prescribed; the decreed cause of events; time. 

Have you ever experienced a time when you knew that fate had intervened?  

One of our members this past week had a very surprising run-in with fate, 
though he wouldn’t have guessed it at the time.  A car hit him one night 
while walking near his home.  The car drove off without even stopping to 
check on him.  He was found by a couple of other walkers and taken to the 
hospital.  While being treated for a broken leg and cuts on his head, the 
doctors also found an aneurysm.  Within a couple of days, the aneurysm 
broke, requiring immediate surgery, which was successful.  

You might ask yourself:  What does that have to do with fate?  Well, if he 
had not been in the hospital for his accident injuries, the aneurysm would 
have probably been fatal.  In some ways, he may actually owe his life to the 
driver of that hit-and-run.   

And how does this tie into the OCSSA?  It’s simply a reminder to live life 
to its fullest every day.  We are fortunate to have a hobby that we enjoy.  
Please keep learning and having fun doing those things that you love to 
do;and keep things in perspective.  When a project I have been cutting for 
some time suddenly turns to mush, I have a tendency to get upset.  I should 
instead be glad to have the opportunity to start over, and learn from 

whatever mistake I made.  The second attempt on that project is probably much better than the original ever could have 
been! 

So, keep an open mind when something happens that doesn’t fit into your original planning.  Probably there was a reason 
for it.  When the time in right, you’ll know why it happened.   

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  Be thankful for all that you have. 

President – Barb Schmit 

barb.schmit@ocssa.org 

OFFICERS 
President:   Barb Schmit 

   (714) 328-7973 

Vice President:  Larry Olson 
   (714) 633-4714 

Secretary:   Don Borchardt 

   (714) 962-6254 

Treasurer:   Chris Davis 

   (714) 774-0777 

Past President:  Jerry Poole  

   (714) 838-2718 

COMMITTEES 
Events Coordinator: Don Borchardt 

   (714) 962-6254 

Library:    Larry Finger 

   (714) 530-2857 

Toy Program:   Carson Davis  

   (714) 774-0777 

Newsletter:     Bob Buchanan 

   (714) 774-0919 

Drawing:   Larry Finger 

   (714) 530-2857 

Welcome/ Membership/Badges: 

   Barb Schmit 

   (714) 328-7973 

Webmasters:   Larry Vierstra  

  714-310-8608 

   and 

  Jerry Poole 

  (714) 838-2718 
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Dec. 14, 2006 is the OCSSA Christmas party.  Signup sheets for the potluck affair were circulated 
last month.  If you missed the signup sheet, call Barb Schmit to let her know what you will be 
bringing.    

An opportunity to share your skills with families of our military is still available through the 
UNMETNEEDS Program.  It is a program in which handmade picture frames are given to families 
of active military personnel.  If you are interested, please contact Don Borchardt at (714) 962-6254 
for more information. 

Here are the details on the events planned for the remainder of 2006 - 2007: 

Event Location Dates 
Woodworking Show Costa Mesa, CA Nov 3-5, 2006 

OCSSA Christmas Party Tustin Senior Citizens Center Dec 14, 2006 

Woodworking Show Pomona, CA  May 4-6, 2007 

UNMETNEEDS Program --- On-going 

The OCSSA is officially signed up for the Woodworking Show in Costa Mesa.  If you want to come work in our booth 
during the 3-day show, please let Barb know.  Those currently signed up are shown below:  

Sign up Sheet

Name
Setup
11-12 12 - 2 2-4 4-7

Don Borchardt X X

Ken Upton X X X X

Richard Bergstadt X X X

Larry Finger X

Jerry Poole X X X

Bob Buchanan X

Name 10-12 12 - 2 2-4 4-6

Barb Schmit X X X X

Ken Upton X X

Richard Bergstadt X X

Bob Buchanan X X

Carson Davis X X

Larry Finger X

Jim Steele X

Jim Balestreri X X

Name 10-12 12 - 2

2-4
Tear 
Down

Richard Bergstadt X X X

Barb Schmit X X

Larry Olson X X

Larry Finger X

November 3, 2006 FRIDAY

November 4, 2006 SATURDAY

November 5, 2006 SUNDAY

 
 

We all wish Richard Bergstadt a speedy recovery and thank God for what He has done. 
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Minutes.  Meeting minutes for the October meeting will soon be available on the website http://www.ocssa.us/.  

OCSSA Clothing.  At the September 2006 meeting, the membership decided to get our OCSSA logo digitized so that it 
could be embroided on clothing from Keeping Score, in Orange.  We can order clothing from their catalog.  A link to the 
catalog is shown below.  We can have an embroidered OCSSA logo put on anything in this catalog.  This site is for 
selecting an item for adding the logo.  If you are interested in buying an item, please contact Barb Schmit at (714) 328-
7973. 

http://www.companycasuals.com/keepingscorecustomletering/start.jsp 

Website Address Update.  Jerry Poole is being trained to take over the function of Webmaster in the near future.  As of 
late September, our website has been changed to http://www.ocssa.us/.  Make a note of this and tell all your friends!! 

Future topics.  At the August 2006 meeting, members expressed a desire to learn more scrolling techniques at OCSSA 
meetings.  Therefore, we are planning to feature hands-on scroll sawing techniques by resident experts at every other 
meeting.  Jerry Poole was the first demonstrator in September.  The next demonstrator will present sometime soon, so 
please prepare questions in advance, to allow presenters time to prepare visual aids to answer the questions. 

October Presentation.   

Jim Balestreri was our presenter for October.  He introduced us to detailed model building.  He brought in the tools he 
uses to create these works of art, plus his latest creation, a model of an 1835 train.  Thanks Jim for sharing your 
techniques with all of us.  

Jim B Presents! 

 

Jim explains some of the challenges he encounters in 
building model train cars. 

 

Jim demonstrates all the working parts of the grader. 

Jim displayed some of his Blue Ribbon winners. 
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Tools needed for Model Building 

  
 

Milling Machine Lathe Precision miniature sander  

 
1835 Train – Latest Project in work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the latest project -- 1835 Train Tedious, but very rewarding. 
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Ron Posten brought in a variety of Intarsia 
projects. 

Ron discusses the cow project. Another Intarsia project. 

 

 

 

   
 

 

Richard Bergstadt shared an example of a 
popular puzzle. 

The pumpkin “Drawing Incentive” 
for October -  

 - was scrolled by Don Borchardt. 

 

  

 

Larry is ready for Christmas with a 
series of scrolled ornaments 

 

Larry finished off a Kathy Wise Poinsetta 
kit. 

. Chuck Collins completed two Kathy 
Wise rose kits. 
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Jerry Poole and Ken Upton created 
masterpieces from pickings out of 

the old red truck (ORT). 

 
 
 

November’s safety tip is from Shopsmith Woodshop Tips.com:  Tip #238  

Beware of toxic glue dust !  Epoxies, plastic resin glues, resorcinols and others can produce toxic 
dust when sanding.  This is why it's always a good idea to wear a dust mask during sanding 
operations. 

Jerry Poole has located a source for foam sanding discs that many members have been trying to 
find:   http://www.supergrit.com/products/products_discs-foam.asp .  These discs work well when 
sanding 1/8 inch Baltic birch with lots of detail cutting or anything with lots of close frets. 

Another tip from Jerry:  When cutting medium such as plastic, or Corian, it is helpful to add a layer 
or two of tape are needed to reduce friction.   

Problem:  Sometimes the tape is old and continues to tear in the middle or at the edges when trying to unroll the 
stuff.   

Solution:  Place the tape in the microwave oven for about 15-20 seconds.  This may solve the problem and the 
tape will come off the roll evenly. 

Scroll Saw Blade Holder – if you need somewhere to keep your blades, build a blade holder.  Plans will be available on 
the entry table at the November meeting, and soon will be posted on the OCSSA web page.  

The Toy Workshops for October were held at Carson Davis’s shop in Anaheim on October 21 and October 24, 2006. 

Larry Olson and Larry Finger attended the workshop on Saturday, October 21st.  Many thanks to Larry & Larry for all 
their efforts and for the work they accomplished.  Another workshop was held on Tuesday, October 24th and was attended 
by Larry Finger, Don Borchardt, Mike Johnson and Tom Lehmkuhl.  You would think they were being paid big time by 
the way they worked.  Thanks from the kids and from me.  Larry Finger provided donuts for both workshops.  Thank you 
again Larry.  Also, a big thank you to Mrs. Larry Olson and Mrs. Bob Buchanan for sewing blankets/quilts for the cradles 
and to Debbie Davis for making the puzzle covers.  

I don't have an accurate count on the toys at this time, but would estimate we have over 300.  We have 2 boxes left to 
finish.  If anyone wants to come and work on these, call me at 714-774-0777, and let me know, so we can schedule a time. 

The OCSSA meeting format consists of a Business Meeting and a special Program.  This is the only 
time that Business discussions are conducted, so sometimes the Business portion of the meetings will 
require side meetings to be set up and handled at a later time.  This is to ensure that the special 
Program does not get cut short.   

November Meeting.  Jeff Seevers from Titebond glue will be our program on November 9, 2006. 
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Last Month.  The November drawing brought in $  .  Thanks to you all for participating.     

Thank you all who responded to the “Pumpkin” incentive last month.  You can participate this month by 
making a Turkey cutout using the pattern shown below. 

 

September Door Prize Winners 
 

 

September Drawing Items  

 

September Drawing Winner 

 

 

This Month.  Larry’s got another good drawing set up for November.  Items include blades, books, patterns, blue tape, 
Corian, drill bits, ¼ “ plastic, clamp sets, an easel and other goodies.  Get one free ticket for the raffle by bringing in a 
completed Turkey.  Pattern is shown below. 

In addition to the monthly drawing, Larry will again be giving away two free Door Prizes just for coming.  First prize is a 
picture of Hamilton with a package of scroll saw blades.  Second prize is a picture of Lincoln with a package of scroll saw 
blades.  These door prizes are compliments of the Refreshments Jug. 

Most items for the drawing are donated by the OCSSA, but Rockler’s offers a 15% discount on items purchased for the 
drawing.  This discount is also extended to members purchasing items for personal use.  Jim Anderson of Anderson 
International Trading has frequently donated plywood to the drawing. Without this generous support we would not have 
the wide selection of items for the drawings.  Please remember them when you need scroll-sawing supplies.  Also, Larry 
is still soliciting items made by members to include in each drawing.  To all who participate in the drawing, thanks and 
keep it up! 

Pattern of the Month 

Since it’s November now and almost Thanksgiving,  bring in a completed Turkey cutout (any size and style you want) and 
exchange it for a free ticket for the monthly raffle.   
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of OCSSA - - Support Our Sponsors 
Anderson International 

Trading 
(800) 454-6270 

Rockler Woodworking 
& Hardwoods 
(714) 685-9184 

Austin Hardwood & Hardware  
(714) 953-4000 

Woodcraft Supply 
(714) 899-1422 

Mike’s Workshop 
(605) 582-6732 

Reel Lumber 
(714) 632-1988 

 

WHERE? 
TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER 

200 South C Street 
Tustin, CA  92680 

 
WHEN? 

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday    November 9, 2006 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

The Orange County Scroll 
 

Monthly Newsletter of the 
Orange County Scroll Saw 

Association 
 

Visit us on the Web at: 
http://www.ocssa.us/ 

The OC Scroll is sent out on the Saturday 
before the OCSSA meeting … at the latest.  
 
Any articles you wish to submit must be in 
my hands no later than the Tuesday before 
that date. 
 
Editor – Bob Buchanan 
rdub_buchanan@yahoo.com 


