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Greetings Fellow Scrollers! 

I recently went to a conference for work.  The purpose of the conference 
was to learn new and exciting ways to grow your work and your business.  
There were many sessions, all giving different ideas on various aspects of 
business.  Every attendee I spoke with afterward was very energized about 
going home to work on new ideas. 

Last month our OCSSA members went to Cerritos College for a tour of 
their wood manufacturing and plastics manufacturing departments.  
Feedback from those members who went was that it was a great experience 
for all. 

What does all this have to do with scrolling?  It is all about learning and 
opening up your mind to new ideas.  People have a tendency to get stuck in 
their own comfortable little world.  When we reach out into uncomfortable 
territory, it can open up a whole new world of experience.   

I remember when I used my scroll saw only to cut things that I would paint.  
I thought of myself as a decent tole painter.  When I saw a fretwork project, 
with all those little cuts, I thought someone must be insane to even attempt 
such a thing.  Then I ran into guys from the OCSSA at a club booth and 
thought it sounded interesting.   

By opening up my mind to fretwork, I was able to expand my knowledge 
and to create things I never thought I could do.  It’s all about learning.  
There is a wood show coming up this weekend in Pomona that I plan to 
attend to see what is new out there in the big world of woodworking.  Who 
knows what I might stumble onto this time.   

I encourage you to always be open to learning and to new 
experiences.  Talk to those with different skills or 
experiences than you have.  Take a class in something you 
have never done.  Go to a show to see what you can learn.  
We can all benefit by stepping out of our comfort zone. 

President – Barb Schmit 

barb.schmit@ocssa.org 

 

OFFICERS 
President:   Barb Schmit 
   (714) 328-7973 
Vice President/Programs: Larry Olson 
   (714) 633-4714 
Secretary:   Don Borchardt 
   (714) 962-6254 

Treasurer:   Chris Davis 
   (714) 774-0777 
Past President:  Jerry Poole  

   (714) 838-2718 
COMMITTEES 
Events Coordinator: Don Borchardt 

   (714) 962-6254 
Library:    Larry Finger 
   (714) 530-2857 

Toy Program: Don Borchardt (714) 962-6254  
and  
 Mike Johnson (714) 968-5023 

Newsletter:     Bob Buchanan 
   (714) 774-0919 
Drawing:   Larry Finger 

   (714) 530-2857 
Welcome/ Membership/Badges: 
   Barb Schmit 

   (714) 328-7973 
Webmasters:   Larry Vierstra  
  714-310-8608 
   and 
  Jerry Poole 
  (714) 838-2718 
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Ongoing - An opportunity to share your skills with families of our military is still available through the UNMETNEEDS 
Program.  It is a program in which handmade picture frames are given to families of active military personnel.  If you are 
interested, please contact Don Borchardt at (714) 962-6254. 

Members are requested to continue making and bringing completed projects for displays at shows.   

Fullerton School District Special Day Classes Project.  Volunteers have completed all 101 names 
assigned to them.  They have been delivered to Amie Buchanan-Haselton and distributed to the teachers 
of the Special Day Classes for students with mild to severe disabilities at the Fullerton School District.  
The names are being decorated by the students/teachers and will be given as gifts on Mother’s Day.  
Many thanks to the volunteers who cut the names; the project was well received and the teachers truly 
appreciate our efforts.  We will have photos in the newsletter next month. 

Toolbox for Shows:  The Show toolbox is now complete.  Thanks to all who contributed.  The toolbox will be stored in 
the shed, and be available for shows.  It was tested at the Woodworking Show in Ontario and found to be very useful. 

A signup sheet was circulated for the Tustin Street Fair at the last meeting.  See Don Borchardt if you want to participate 
and didn’t sign up. 

Here are the details on some of the events planned for 2007: 

 
 

 

Minutes.  Meeting minutes are available on the website:  http://www.ocssa.us/.  

 

Future topics.  One of the goals of OCSSA is to feature hands-on scroll sawing techniques by resident experts at every 
other meeting.  Jerry Poole was the first demonstrator in September.  Volunteers are requested to coordinate with Larry 
Olson, program director.   

April Presentation.  The April 2007 Meeting of the OCSSA was a field trip to Cerritos College at 11110 Alondra Blvd, 
Norwalk, CA, to tour the Wood Manufacturing Technology Building.  We met at 6 pm and held a short business meeting 
before the grand tour began.  Leading the tour was Anthony (Tony) S. Fortner, Instructor of Woodworking Manufacturing 
Technologies in the Technology Department.  Assisting in the Solid Surface Fabrication classroom was Joe Rodd.  After 
the tour of the Woodworking Department, Terry Price showed us around the Plastics Department on campus. 

Event Location Dates 
Woodworking Show (no booth) Pomona, CA May 4-6, 2007 

Tustin Street Fair Old Town Tustin, CA June 3, 2007 

Fullerton School District Special 
Day Classes Project 

--- Completed in April 2007 

UNMETNEEDS Program --- On-going 

OC Fair Costa Mesa, CA July 13 – Aug 5, 2007 
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Cerritos College Woodworking, one of the finest woodworking schools in Southern California, offers classes in furniture 
making, cabinetmaking, woodturning, and related topics.  Twenty instructors work out of a 27,000 square-foot facility, 
where over 100 stationary and portable woodworking machines are available. The emphasis is on hands-on training and 
real-world experience, and all classes are project-focused.  Over forty different classes cover topics including faceframe 
and frameless cabinet construction, architectural millwork, table and casegood construction, solid surface fabrication, 
hand tools, and veneering. 

Tony Fortner started off the tour with a history of the woodworking department and how it has grown from a 2,400 square 
foot facility to what it is today.  An important step along the way was building fine furniture for various key offices on 
campus, which gave positive exposure for the program.  Examples of this can be seen in the Woodworking Library.  Tony 
took us on a walking tour of the facility, pointing out the different classrooms and the courses offered at the college.  We 
visited the classes where students are taught how to build and design face frame cabinets for kitchen and household 
cabinets, casegoods, and furniture.  Other courses of interest he mentioned included how to make jigs and fixtures, 
building workbenches, making Windsor chairs, and techniques for using routers.   

 

OCSSA Members at Cerritos College Woodworking tour. 

 

  

Tour Guide Anthony S. Fortner -- Instructor of 
Woodworking Manufacturing Technologies --

Technology Department 

  

The tour started with a look at the classsroom where Basic 
Woodworking classes are taught. 
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Here, Tony was explaining that there is only one joint known to mankind, and that is the mortise and tenon. 

 
 
 
 
 

Hands-on Furniture Making 
techniques are emphasized in 

this class. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Students in the CNC 
Manufacturing Lab 
demonstrated the CNC 
equipment.  Students learn 
how to program the 
machine to make the most 
efficient use of materials. 
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Barb explains the supply of Corian donated by DuPont. 

 

 
Joe Rodd of the Solid Surfaces 

Department explains techniques for 
working with Corian. 

 

 
 
 

Examples of fine 
cabinetmaking in the 

Woodworking Library. 

 
 

Tony held a question and answer session after the super 
informative tour.  Feedback from the OCSSA indicated that 
this was one of the best presentations in a long time.  Many 
thanks to the Cerritos College Woodworking staff and Tony 

and Joe for your hospitality. 

 

 

After the tour of the Woodworking Department, Terry 
Price showed us around the Plastics Department at 

Cerritos College, and described its numerous capabilities. 
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Student Projects from Cerritos College were on display during our April field trip.  

    

 

Instructor Anthony Fortner explained some of the student’s current projects. 

. 
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For the Toymakers who are cutting those thick wood toys, here’s a repeat tip on cutting wood over 1 ½” thick:  For best 
results when cutting thick wood such as needed for the John Deere Tractor, use a standard skip tooth blade (no reverse 
tooth) #11 blade (Olsen). 

For all those members who took home Corian cutoff treasures from the Cerritos College meeting, here’s a repeat tip on 
cutting Corian:  From Larry Olson:  Use duct tape when cutting Corian for a smoother, easier cut.  Also use Polar blades 
available from MikesWorkshop.com. 

See dream shop photos on the OCSSA website under the “untitled” photo album. 
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Two members have volunteered to co-chair the toy program:  Don Borchardt and Mike Johnson.  The first Toy Workshop 
was held on Friday May 4, 2007 at Carson Davis’s toyshop.  Additional meetings are planned for the third Friday of each 
month.  More details will be announced at the meeting. 
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The OCSSA meeting format consists of a Business Meeting and a special Program.  This is the only time that Business 
discussions are conducted, so sometimes the Business portion of the meetings will require side meetings to be set up and 
handled at a later time.  This is to ensure that the special Program does not get cut short.   

May Meeting.  The presenter will be Bill Blackburn, talking about tool sharpening techniques and sharpening stones.  Bill 
is an instructor at Woodcraft in Stanton, CA.  He will be teaching (for a fee) a hands-on class at Woodcraft on May 12, 
2007, entitled “Sharpening Chisels & Plane Irons with Bill Blackburn”.  In his class, he shows you how to put the perfect 
edge on your tools using both sharpening machines and water stones.  However, we at OCSSA will receive similar 
instruction at the regular OCSSA meeting on Thursday night just for showing up!  Plan to attend this month’s session. 
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Antique Upright Piano in good condition – $250 – call Bob Buchanan at (714) 774-0919. 
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April Drawing.  The drawing was postponed due to the off-site field trip. 

 

This Month.  The Drawing for May will include some surprises as well as some entries from a new stash of “Corner 
Wood”.  Larry will again be giving away free Door Prizes just for coming, compliments of the Refreshments Jug. 

Pattern of the Month 

The pattern for May is a choice of a flower.  [April showers bring May flowers.]  So, pick one, size it like you want, and 
bring it to the meeting for a free ticket or two to the monthly drawing.   
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of OCSSA - - Support Our Sponsors 
 

Anderson International Trading 
(800) 454-6270 

Rockler Woodworking & Hardwoods 
(714) 685-9184 

Austin Hardwood & Hardware 
(714) 953-4000 

Woodcraft Supply 
(714) 899-1422 

Mike’s Workshop 
(605) 582-6732 

Reel Lumber 
(714) 632-1988 

 

WHERE? 
TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER 

200 South C Street 
Tustin, CA  92680 

 
WHEN? 

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday    May 10, 2007 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

The Orange County Scroll 
 

Monthly Newsletter of the 
Orange County Scroll Saw 

Association 
 

Visit us on the Web at: 
http://www.ocssa.us/ 

The OC Scroll is sent out on the Saturday 
before the OCSSA meeting … at the latest.  
 
Any articles you wish to submit must be in 
my hands no later than the Tuesday before 
that date. 
 
Editor – Bob Buchanan 
rdub_buchanan@yahoo.com 


